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Curriculum and Organisation of Learning 

Fairlawn School uses much of the National Curriculum but does not follow it in total. The 
curriculum is designed to develop the character, mind and resilience of the whole child and 
incorporates the core beliefs and values of the school.  Assessments are undertaken at regular 
intervals so that it is clear how well the children are doing and the performance of the school 
can be benchmarked against that of others.  

For the curriculum to fully engage the children and promote high achievement there must be 
exceptional teaching and learning. In order to ensure this there is a programme for developing 
teachers so that children have high quality educational experience.  

Children are taught as a whole class, in groups and, where appropriate, individually. Strong 
relationships, engagement and participation set the context for learning in all classrooms. 

Teaching will be characterised by: 

 exceptionally high expectations and a relentless focus on social skills, literacy skills and 
the teaching of reading; 

 good learning relationships and a broad and engaging range of teaching styles and 
strategies; 

 teachers who know really well the individuals in their class so that they can provide the 
right opportunities to promote outstanding progress in lessons and the right follow-on 
work to maintain the excitement at home; 

 strong subject knowledge with a clear emphasis on English, science and mathematics; 

 regular assessment and good feedback which lets children know how well they are 
doing and what they need to do to improve; 

 personalised learning programmes which are designed to accelerate progress for: 
children from low income backgrounds; children who are gifted and talented; children 
with special needs and disabilities; children with English as an additional language, 
children in care and those with social, emotional and behavioural difficulties; 

 at least good progress made by all children in lessons; 

 creative use of resources including IT to support and extend the learning objectives; 

 activities which capitalise on children’s curiosity; 

 parents and other community members learning or supporting in the classroom. 

Children’s learning will be characterised by: 

 the mastery of basic skills and good achievement now and in the future; 
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 positive attitudes to learning, strong relationships and exemplary behaviour; 

 hard work, resilience, perseverance and a clear belief that they can succeed even in the 
face of adversity; 

 caring for others and their environment (behaving like good citizens), respect; 

 the ability to work independently and in collaboration with others; 

 the ability to identify and use a range of resources to support and enhance their 
learning including IT; 

 confident use of the language of learning; 

 a creative approach to identifying and solving problems and the ability to think like 
scientists; 

 a reflective and evaluative approach that helps them and others to improve; 

 the pursuit of learning beyond the classroom; 

 knowledge of big ideas and the things that shape our world. 

The Curriculum 

The whole curriculum has a strong focus on speaking and listening, broadening children’s 
vocabulary, exposure to a wide range of reading materials and opportunities to write for many 
purposes and different audiences. English, mathematics and science is at the heart of the 
curriculum.  Music, Spanish and physical education will also feature strongly in the curriculum. 

The Early Years’ Foundation Stage (Reception) is based on the three prime areas and four 
specific areas of an effective learning provision: 

1. personal, social and emotional development (prime); 

2. communication and language (prime); 

3. physical development (prime); 

4. literacy (specific) includes Spanish; 

5. mathematics; 

6. understanding the World (includes science and technology); 

7. expressive art and design. 
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In the rest of the school, Years one to six, the curriculum is based on the core subjects of 
English, mathematics and science (STEAM) with thematic areas of learning that encompass: 

 English and mathematics; 

 science, information and communication technology, art and design technology; 

 history and geography; 

 global commitment to citizenship; 

 religious education; 

 Spanish; 

 personal, social, health and emotional education and citizenship; 

 PE (Physical Education)/sport; 

 Music; 

 Computing. 

There will also be extended enrichment activities, school trips and educational visits. 

 


